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Forage brassicas can provide quick and abundant feed, with high digestibility, energy, and protein.
(Photo: L Ayres)

Forage brassicas –

Agfact P2.1.13, first edition 2002
Linda Ayres, District Agronomist, Orange
Bruce Clements, District Agronomist, Bathurst

quality crops for livestock
production
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Forage rape (Photo L Ayres)

Leafy turnip (Photo L Ayres)
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Turnip bulbs can be round or tankard shaped.
(Photo: Stephen Pasture Seeds Pty Ltd)
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Forage
rape

Hybrids/
leafy turnips
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Turnips

Swedes

 Table 1. Seasonal sowing guide for forage brassicas

Sowing times Grazing times

* Note: Actual sowing and grazing times may vary depending on altitude, seasonal conditions and feeding
requirements.
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Blackleg in brassica root system
(Photo: G Murray)
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(Photo: G Murray)

Club root (Photo: G Murray)
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Table 2: Major Diseases of Brassicas

Disease Symptoms Favourable conditions Spread Control

1. Fungal
Blackleg Whitish spots and patches on Wet weather soon after Infected residues in Crop rotations
Leptosphaeria leaves containing small black emergence favours infection soil. Wind can carry Destroy all brassica
maculans spots. Cankers can develop at of seedlings, when most spores from infected residues

base of stem, with plant dieing. severe damage occurs plants. Rainsplash for
local spread

Sclerotinia stem rot Wilting and death of stems; Prolonged wet weather during Sclerotia (resting Rotation with grasses and
Sclerotinia white lesion on stem, with flowering bodies) survive in soil. cereals
sclerotiorum white cottony growth in wet Spores are blown

weather; black sclerotia form short distances by
inside stem. wind

Club Root Wilted stunted plants, pale Warm 20–25°C, wet acid soil Contaminated soil Long rotations. Liming to
Plasmodiophora green to yellowish leaves. conditions. Poorly drained spread by machinery, increase soil pH helps
brassicae Knotted swellings form on soils. animals, boots, reduce infection.

roots. irrigation water Resistant varieties

Leaf Spot Alternaria Black, brown or greyish lesions Warm, wet weather Seed and stubble Use disease free seed
brassicicola and on leaves and leaf blades. borne
Alternaria brassicae Concentric rings sometimes

appear in lesions and surfaces
develop a sooty appearance.

2. Viral
Various viral Irregular mosaic and crinkling Seasonal conditions that Aphids spread the Nil
diseases, including of leaves, leaf yellowing. favour aphid survival and virus from infected
beet western yellows Affected plants are also movement crops
virus, turnip mosaic smaller.
virus and cauliflower
mosaic virus
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:�������������
�����
���	�����������		
�������

	������� 	�� ����� ���� �������
���
���������� ���

������������>�	����������
���"���
����
����:���
��

��������� ����������
�������������������

������� ����	������ ��� ���� ���� 
����

A�	��
��
��� ����
��� ��� #'%� ����	� ���� ����� 	�����


�����	
��� ��� ����	��
����� ����		� ����� G'#/

���	��
��� ������	����� ��������������	������ ��

Ensure stock have a plentiful supply of water.
(Photo: L Ayres)



9

���
�� ���� 
����� 2��		
��	� ���� �
����� �
��	�
���

����������� ����

������������� 	������		� ��

���
�
����� ���������	�����	�������������
����

���������������
��� ���� 
����������
���� ��
�	�

��
	�������	�������������
����������		
�������

���� 
��������������
�
	��
���

������ �
��� ������� ��
���	� ���� ������� ��� �����

����	����	������ ��	�����		
��������������

	������ �����	������ ����		� �����������
� �����

������ ������� F��
�
���� ������ 	����
�	� �
��

��	���� ���� ��
���	<� �����
��� 
	� ���� 	�����		��

���� ���
���������
�� ��"�
������	� �����������
	


	� �	���
����� 
��������� ����� 	������ ����

��������
��� ����	� ���� �
�����

:��	
����
��	����������		
�����	�����

�����	�����
�����	������ 
�� 
	��������
������

������� 	����������������������� 	���

����������� ������		
������
	� 	������� �������� 
	

�	����������	����	������������
������		
��	

��
��������
��� ���������� ������	��������

���		
������������1�
���	����	���������		
��

�
��� ���������������� ������������	����

������������
���� ���	��
��� �������		
���

��
��
����
��������	������ ��������� 
���

�������
�	�� :�� 
	� ���
	����� ��� ������� ��
���	

Purple colouration indicates when forage rapes are mature and ready to be grazed. (Photo L Ayres)
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Forage Brassica Varieties
Supplement to Agfact P2.1.13 Forage brassicas, first edition 2002

Linda Ayres, District Agronomist, Orange
Bruce Clements, District Agronomist, Bathurst
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